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Section XI: �Examples of Do’s and Don’ts
for AWP Fall Protection

Do:
n �Ensure that only properly trained and familiarized personnel are authorized to operate AWP

equipment as referenced in the Statement of Best Practices of General Training and Familiarization
for Aerial Work Platform Equipment.

n Read and understand the manufacturer’s instructions for all equipment to be used.

n Choose the correct AWP equipment to reach the work.

n �Monitor the operator/occupant(s) performance and supervise the work to ensure the use, application 
and operation of the AWP equipment is in conformance with the lift manufacturer’s operator’s manual 
and all applicable standards, regulations and safety rules.

n �Direct and monitor the operator(s)/occupant(s) of AWP equipment to ensure that each person wears
PFP equipment when required.

n �Ensure that only qualified personnel inspect and maintain PFP equipment.

n ��Ensure that each operator/occupant is properly trained.

n �Immediately remove from service personal fall arrest systems or components subjected to impact
loading (e.g., involved in a fall).

n �Use PFP equipment only for its intended use.

n ��Avoid PFP equipment contact with sharp edges. Ensure that all edges that PFP equipment may come
in contact with are smooth, rounded or chamfered.  

n �Ensure that the AWP equipment guardrail system is properly installed and positioned, and access gate(s)
and opening(s) closed per the manufacturer’s recommendations.

n �Operate the AWP equipment safely to avoid the risk of ejection (e.g., drop-offs, being hit by other
vehicles or objects).

n �Limit travel speed according to conditions. 

n �Always stand with feet firmly on the floor of AWP equipment. 

n �Assess each job site for potential fall hazards.

n �Ensure that each operator/occupant is wearing the correct size harness.

�Do not:
n �Do not overextend your upper body outside of the basket.

n �Do not sit or climb on the edge of the basket or use planks, ladders or other devices for a work position.

n �Do not use guardrails or other AWP equipment components as a PFP system anchorage unless written 
permission from the AWP manufacturer has been obtained prior to use.

n ��Do not connect to adjacent poles, structures or equipment while working from AWP equipment. 

n �Do not remove the guardrail or leave the gate open during use.

n ��Do not leave an elevated work platform or exit it and remain tied-off unless authorized by the AWP 
equipment manufacturer and directed by the employer. 

n ��Do not exceed the manufacturer’s allowed rated horizontal forces when working from the platform 
of AWP equipment.



For additional information or to comment on this initiative, contact:

American Rental Association
1900 19th St.

Moline, IL 61265
Phone: 800-334-2177
www.ARArental.org

Association of Equipment Manufacturers
6737 W. Washington St., Suite 2400

Milwaukee, WI 53214
Phone: 866-236-0442

www.aem.org

International Powered Access Federation
225 Placid Drive

Schenectady, NY 12303 
Phone: 518-280-2486

www.ipaf.org

Scaffold Industry Association
400 Admiral Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64106
Phone: 816-595-4860

www.scaffold.org

Associated Equipment Distributors
615 W. 22nd St.

Oak Brook, IL 60523
Phone: 630-574-0650

www.aednet.org
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For more information or to order 
the following standards, contact: 

ANSI/ASSE Z359 
or A10 Standards:	

American Society of Safety Engineers
1800 E. Oakton St.
Des Plaines, IL  60018
Phone: 847-699-2929
Fax: 847-768-3434
www.asse.org

ANSI/SIA A92 Standards
or Manuals of Responsibilities:

Scaffold Industry Association
400 Admiral Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64106
Phone: 816-595-4860
Fax: 816-472-7765
www.scaffold.org

Resources:
www.OSHA.gov
www.ANSI.org

To order or download this document or the  
Statement of Best Practices of General Training  
and Familiarization for Aerial Work Platform  
Equipment, contact any of the above organizations.

http://www.ARArental.org
http://www.aem.org
http://www.aednet.org
http://www.ipaf.org
http://www.scaffold.org
http://www.OSHA.gov
http://www.ANSI.org
http://www.scaffold.org
http://www.asae.org
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